
Festival of Preaching and Worship in 
July 
Across the month of July we will have special 
sermons and worship experiences. 

Sunday, July 17, we will have:

• 8:30 Outdoor Service in Dick Kelly Park - Bill 
Brunson will be preaching on Luke 11:1-13. 

• 8:30 In the Sanctuary - Kelly Bottcher will be 
preaching on Luke 11:1-13

• 9:45 and 11:00 In the Sanctuary - Kipp McClurg will 
be preaching on Luke 10:38-42

• 11:00 Contemporary in Tyson - Kelly Bottcher will 
be preaching on Luke 11:1-13

Sunday, July 24, we will have: 

• 8:30 Outdoor Service in Dick Kelly Park - Bill 
Brunson will be preaching on Luke 10:38-42. 

• 8:30 In the Sanctuary - John Sweeney will be 
preaching on Luke 12:13-21

• 9:45 and 11:00 In the Sanctuary - Kelly Bottcher 
will be preaching on Luke 11:1-13

• 11:00 Contemporary in Tyson - Kipp McClurg will 
be preaching on Luke 10:38-42

Sunday, July 31, we will have:

• 8:30 Outdoor Service in Dick Kelly Park - Butch 
Williams will be preaching on Luke 10:25-37

• 8:30 In the Sanctuary - Kipp McClurg will be 
preaching on Luke 10:38-42

• 9:45 and11:00 In the Sanctuary - John Sweeney will 
be preaching on Luke 12:13-21

• 11:00 Contemporary in Tyson - Butch Williams will 
be preaching on Luke 10:25-37

Please note, for outdoor worship we will always be 
watching the weather and will only cancel if it’s 
raining. If rain isn’t in the forecast for 7:30 – 9:30 am, 

we will continue with outdoor worship.

Antionette Has Arrived 
If you were fortunate enough to be in our traditional 
worship services this past week you probably had 
a wonderful musical experience as you listened to 
either Karen Krekelberg (8:30/11:00) or Sebastian 
Black (9:45) play our new nine foot Steinway Grand 
Piano. Steinway has a tradition of naming all of their 
9' grands and this one is named Antionette. She 
was once housed on the campus of Tennessee Tech 
University until she was given the opportunity to be 
completely refurbished with every part except for the 
existing sound board – a part that cannot be remade 
in any way without significantly altering the sound of 
the instrument. 

After refurbishment, she has been played in the 
recital hall at the Alabama Piano Gallery in Vestavia 
where many of our COA students played her for 
recitals twice a year. When the gallery moved to 
Mountain Brook, Antionette was placed on the show 
room floor where we were able to purchase her. 

This fulfills a decade-long dream for our music 
department and traditional worship. We are grateful 
for everyone who helped this dream come true.

We pray that you are able to worship at a much 
deeper level while listening and singing along to this 
beautiful instrument. Thanks be to God for all the 
gifts he has given. 

from 6:00 – 7:00 pm, July 13 and 20. It will be led by a 
guest speaker, Dr. Alan Paul.

From Jesus to Jimmy Buffett  
VHUMC Boomers & Beyond will be offering a very 
special three day event for those 55 and better. 
This is a free event on September 12 - 14, from 9:00 
am – 12:00 pm, in Tyson Hall. We will provide drinks 
and snacks but no meals. Everything is handicap 
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In an effort to keep the prayer request list 
current, names will be listed for two weeks 
unless we are otherwise notified. Thank 
you. Please let us know of your immediate 
family members serving in the military. 
Contact VHUMC (769.0109) with prayer 
request information.

Cammie Atkins 
Frances Hardwick 
Diane Sausen
Oren Babb 
Mike Harper 
Sandra Sims
William Barr 
Nina Henderson 
Sally Stanley
Ruth Bartow 
Mary Anne Hooper 
Julia Stowe
Lodema Bean 
Ron Jones 
Martha Summey
Judy Billmeier 
Alan Kaufman 
Pam Till
Julie Carroll 
Joy Langley 
Betty Thompson
Brenda Correll
Sue Malone 
Jim Thompson
Jean Cox 

Jean Morton 
John Watkins
Bettie Davenport 
Marion Phillips 
Vicki Watkins
Jamie DeMarco 
Joan Rasberry 
Jay Wells
Jeri Gray 
Bob Ramsbacher 
Dan Wise
Elizabeth Hamby 
Helen Ryland 
Marvin Young

CARELINE: 205-822-9336
WEEKEND OR AFTER-HOUR HEALTH 
EMERGENCIES: 205-914-3121

VHUMC will not publish the names 
and/or concerns of persons known by 
VHUMC to be minors (18 years of age 
or younger) without the permission of 
said minor’s legal guardian.

is blue and her favorite ice cream flavor is vanilla. She is an avid reader 
and lately has read some fantastic books. Currently, she has taken up 
scrapbooking where she is working on a scrapbook for each of her three 
grandchildren from birth until present day.

The Christmas All Year fund originally started back in the early 90’s with 
Dick Kelly. People would come by the church office asking for help in 
many different ways. When that happened, Sharon would run up to 
Piggly Wiggly and purchase groceries to have on hand to give when 
needed. This partnership with Piggly Wiggly continues still to this day. 
The help was not only with people who walked into our church, but our 
support continued with two Birmingham groups like Urban Ministry 
and Greater Birmingham Ministry. Both groups have been long-time 
partners of VHUMC.

When Sharon was serving on the Vestavia Hills School Board and 
learned of families in our own community that were struggling and 
needed help, she would work with the counselors at the schools 
to provide what was needed. The needs she would help with were 
groceries, dentist visits, eye glasses, moving expenses, appliances, rent, 
power bills, and even registration expenses to get children enrolled in 
school. You name it, Sharon has helped in many ways throughout the 
years and our community and church are better for her love and giving 
spirit. Today, she still works very closely with counselors at the schools. 
“Our counselors are just fabulous, and I love working with them,” Lovell 
said.

“During the pandemic, we had to do a lot of help. We helped with 
whatever was needed,” said Lovell. “I absolutely love helping, even 
though I have never met one of the people we have helped,” Lovell 
said. She continues to insure that the needy in our own community are 
cared for and even when she is not sure how we will do something, God 
knows, and he always provides for whatever that need may be. 

Thank you God, for always providing exactly what we need, exactly when 
we need it. And a special thanks to Sharon for providing Christmas love 
and cheer all throughout the year. You have touched many over the 
years, and VHUMC is forever grateful for you and the way you serve.

accessible. There will be two sessions per day led by Jim Frazier. The 
theme is from John 10:10 - Living the Abundant Life. The six sessions 
will be: It's a wonderful life, finding God in laughter, finding God in 
the movies, finding God in the music, finding God in nature, and the 
great adventure. For more information please contact Jim Frazier 
(769-0126/ jfrazier@vhumc.org). 

Christmas in July 
This month’s theme for the Year to Serve is Christmas in July. This 
month will offer lots of great opportunities to serve with Christmas 
spirit and cheer. Each Monday, the new serve opportunity will post 
and you can join in anytime during the week.

One of our Christmas serve opportunities was our Advent offering 
that benefitted our Car Ministry. Your generous giving last year has 
allowed the VHUMC Car Ministry to place and repair 20 cars already 
this year, and the year is only halfway over!

During the month of July when our focus is Christmas, the missions 
team is asking for financial donations to benefit one of our internal 
ministries: Christmas Year Round Fund, VHUMC Car Ministry, or Toys 
for the Thrive Student Ministry Christmas breakfast. 

You can give to one or all of these wonderful internal ministries 
right here in our church. Donations can be made to VHUMC and 
earmarked which “Christmas” group you want your donation to 
benefit. If you would like to learn more about the ministries listed 
above or would like to volunteer to serve, please contact Rachael 
Hayes (rhayes@vhumc.org) for more information.

Celebrate Christmas with Us on July 24 
This month we will host a special way for you to serve and share the 
Christmas Spirit with children around the world. Join us Sunday, July 
24 in the Fellowship Hall during the coffee hour to pack Christmas 
shoeboxes for our missionaries. Tables will be set up with all the 
supplies you need, so just come by, grab a cup of coffee, and pack 
a shoebox or two. What better way to serve this month with your 
church family and spread a little Christmas cheer! See you on July 24!

Christmas Shoeboxes Are Here!
It is that time of year, Christmas Shoeboxes are here. Time to get your 
Sunday School classes and small groups together and start shopping 
for a girl or boy to brighten their Christmas morning. We will provide 
the shoebox, coloring book, crayons, flip flops for the older children, 
and stickers for the boxes. Email Rachael Hayes in the missions office 
(rhayes@vhumc.org) to reserve your shoeboxes today. Deadline to 
have completed boxes back to the missions office is August 10, but 
we can receive them as soon as you are finished.

Volunteer Spotlight
This month’s theme is Christmas in July and who better to highlight 
than Sharon Lovell. Sharon is in charge of our Christmas All Year fund 
and helps people in many ways. 

Sharon has been a member of VHUMC for over 52 years. Her two 
boys, Bo and Dan and Dan’s wife, Lisa, all have been active at VHUMC 
over the years. She also has three grandchildren. Her favorite color 

(+) Better or (-) worse for the church than our budget
* Includes COA, Summer Days, VDS, and Vestavia Dance

July 2021 - May 2022

Donations
Other Income
Total Income

$3,857,790
$144,117

$4,001,907

+$174,992
+$9,225

+$184,217

VarianceActual

GLOBAL PRAYER REQUEST
• All of the Health Industry Workers
• All of our First Responders
• All who are struggling in these 
challenging times 

We also continue to offer prayers of 
healing and comfort for all of the 
families impacted with the coronavirus.

HOSPITALS, REHAB & EXTENDED CARE
Dedo Anthony

SYMPATHY
To the families and friends of St. 
Stephens Episcopal Church in Cahaba 
Heights.

To Angie, Don, Daniel & William 
Simmons in the death of Don’s 
father,  Don O. Simmons of 
Birmingham, on June 28th.

To the family and friends of Jo 
Baskerville in her death on June 30th.

To Ashley, Robert, Griffin, Graham & 
Bennett Thompson in the death of 
Robert’s mother, Joyce Thompson of 
Vestavia Hills, on July 4th. 

To Joan McLendon in the death of her 
husband, Mac McLendon, on July 4th.

To Benje Burford in the death of his 
wife, Jean of Vestavia Hills, on July 2nd.

To Chrissi & Emerson Cook in the 
death of Emerson’s father, Bill Cook, III 
of Vestavia Hills, on July 9th.

CONGRATULATIONS
To Margaret & Dennis Flowers in the 
marriage of their daughter, Laura 
Flowers, to Tollie Jones on June 11th in 
Birmingham.

To Joan & Wayne Palestini in the birth 
of their great granddaughter, Lilian 
Grace Stepp, on June 14, 2022. Kristen 
& Hunter Stepp of Prattville, AL are the 
proud parents.

To Lt. Col. Grant Harwell in his 
promotion to Commander of the 435th 
Construction & Training Squadron 
on June 15th at Ramstein Air Base, 
Germany. Janet & David Harwell are 
the proud parents, and Billie Kelly is 
Grant’s maternal grandmother.

To Janean Hayes in the birth of her 
great grandson, John Robert (Jack) 
Wilson, on June 6th. Proud parents 
are Caroline & Ryan Wilson of Vestavia 
Hills. 

To Madison & Patrick Sullivan in their 
marriage on June 11th. Laura & Mike 
Escue are the parents of the bride.

To Amy Pierce & Jim Lazenby in their 
marriage on June 24th.  Kacy & George 
Pierce are the parents of the bride.

To Ashley & Jonathan Burson in the 
birth of their son, Smith Alan Burson, 
on June 24th.

Ongoing Outreach 

FOOD PANTRY
If you are at the store and want to 
pick up something for our Food 
Pantry, we could use some jelly or 
breakfast items.  Kids are home 
for the summer and they love pop 
tarts, oatmeal, and cereal. We can 
also use toilet paper, which they 
cannot get with their food stamps. 
Thank you!

OAK MOUNTAIN MISSION
Oak Mountain Mission needs boys 
shoes, sizes 1 to 6,  shorts and pants 
sizes 5 to 14, and pajamas,  size 6 
and up. Girls shorts and pajamas 
are needed size 6 and up. Men’s tall 
pants in small sizes are needed. For 
women, they need all size leggings 
and large size bras.  

Congregational Care

Prayer Requests

Resources


